
International Journal for Research in Engineering Application & Management (IJREAM) 

ISSN : 2454-9150    Vol-07,  Special Issue, MAY 2021 

60 | IJREAMV07I02SJ012                                                                         © 2021, IJREAM All Rights Reserved. 

 

Predicting Flight Delays with Error Calculation 

using Machine Learned Classifiers 
1Prof. Swapnil Bhanudas Wani, 2Mr.Hitesh Deepak Kadam, 3Mr.Hitesh Raju Kharote,  

4Ms.Monu Arvind Verma 

1Asst.Professor,2,3,4UG Student,1,2,3,4Computer Engg. Dept. Shivajirao S. Jondhle College of 

Engineering & Technology, Asangaon, Maharashtra, India. 1swapnilwani27@gmail.com, 

2hdkadam2000@gmail.com, 3kharotehitesh@gmail.com, 4monuv2397@gmail.com 

 

Abstract- Flight delays have become a very big problem in the airline industry all over the world. In the past two decades, 

the growth of the airline industry has caused air traffic crowding, which leads to flight delays. Delaying of Flights result 

not only in the loss of the economy, but also negatively impacts the environment as it causes environmental harm by the 

rise in use of fuel and gas emissions. Therefore, taking every measure possible for prevention of delays and the 

cancellations of Flights is necessary. The main objective of this paper is to predict the delay of a particular airline using 

various factors. Hence to carry out the Forward-looking analysis, which encircle a range of algorithmic approach of 

predictive analytics that studies present and past data for making model used for predictions or just to examine the future 

delays using the machine learning algorithms such as Logistic Regression, Decision Tree Regression, Bayesian Ridge, 

Random Forest Regression and Gradient Boosting Regression technique in Python 3. This will help the User to predict 

that whether the appearance of a flight will be on scheduled time or not. Moreover, delay prediction analysis will help 

airline sectors also to cut off their losses. 
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I.    INTRODUCTION 

Analytical designing is a mathematical Method of making 

approximations from input data. These approximations are 

then further used for making predictions. Analytical models 

help in forecast the future possibility conduct of a method 

based on past analytical data. Predictive modelling as 

applied in various fields, for example in criminal cases to 

detect the possibility of an email of being spam and so of 

flight postponement. An assessment of how different 

models perform in the modelling of flight postponement, 

regression models have been found efficient in predicting 

the flight postponement since they are highlighted the 

various source of flight postponement these  

models don’t supply a complete indication since they are 

regarded some variables that were difficult to quantify. 

When put through to social-economic situations, the models 

showed different and biased results. Among the models 

used, random forest has been found to have superior 

performance Prediction accuracy may vary due to factors 

such as time of forecast and airline dynamics. A fully 

developed multiple regression model has shown that 

distance, day, and scheduled departure are key factors in 

predicting flight postponement. However, the model gives 

flagged out the significant factors, its prediction accuracy 

was poor.[1], [2], [3], [5] 

 

II.   AIMS AND OBJECTIVE 

a) Aim 

The main aim of "Flight delay prediction" to forecast the 

possible preventions and negligence of waiting and 

cancellations of flight. With the help of past and present 

data, analyze or predict airlines delay through Machine 

Learning methods like Logistic Regression, Decision tree, 

Bayesian Ridge, and Random Forest Regression. The 

output is in the form of graph production 3. 

b) Objective 

The main goal to spot the issue that causes flight delay. 

Develop a business model to predict flight delays. Optimize 

flight operations. scale back any economic loss of airlines. 

reduce inconvenience occurred to passengers. The intent of 

planning input is to form information input is simpler and 

to be free from errors. the information input screen is 

intended in such how that everyone the information 

management will be done. It conjointly provides record 

viewing edges. 

III.   LITERATURE SURVEY 

Paper 1:  

Capacity and Delay Analysis for Airport Maneuvering 

Area Using Simulation 
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To investigate the air traffic flow in a complicated structure 

such as an airfield maneuvering area, a two-stage technique 

build on fast- and real-time simulation techniques is 

applied. The origin includes inspection with fast and real-

time simulations of a baseline model created to recognize 

the crowding points. Based on inspection, enhancements to 

be execute in the layout _of the maneuvering area are 

proposed. In next stage, alternative framework using these 

enhancements are created and estimated in a rapid-time 

simulation environment.[4]  

The rapid real-time simulation form to recognize the points 

where crowding occurs in the maneuvering areas of 

different airfields and to find solutions to minimize the 

crowding. When manage the studies needed to recognize 

crowding and plan improvements, simulation approach 

saves both cost and time. Although fast-time simulations are 

usually sufficient for identifying solutions to allow a 

complete evaluate in the study, three different airports use 

framework are inspecting. No study is found in the literature 

using both of these techniques together for the capacity 

inspection of airport maneuvering areas.[12] 

Paper 2:  

Flight Arrival Delay Prediction Using Gradient 

Boosting Classifier 

The basic goal of the initiate work is to examine prance 

delay of the flights using data mining and four supervised 

ML algorithms: random forest, SVM to train each 

diagnostic model, data has together from BTS, US 

Department of Transportation.  

The data includes all the flights operated by American 

flights, attach in the top five busiest airfields of United 

States, located in Atlanta, Los Angeles, Chicago, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, and New York, in the years 2015 and 

2016. Aforesaid SVM learning algo were assess to predict 

the advent delay of individual expected flights. The best 

diagnostic arrival delay presentation of 79.7% of total 

expected American Airlines flights in association to k-

nearest neighbor’s algorithm, SVM and random 

forest.[5][12] 

Paper 3:  

Prediction of Weather induced Airline Delays Based on 

Machine Learning Algorithms 

The main aim of the model present in this paper is used to 

forecast airline delays caused by raw atmospheric 

conditions using data mining and SVM algorithms. United 

States domestic flight data and the weather information 

from year 2005 to 2015 were extracted and used to train the 

model. To overcome the effects of contrast training data, 

sampling techniques are applied. Decision trees, random 

forests, the AdaBoost and the KNN were device to build 

models which can forecast delays of individual flights. 

Then, each of the algorithms' forecast precision and the 

recipient operating feature (ROC) curve were compared. In 

the forecasting step, flight schedule and weather predict 

were assembled and fed into the model. Using those data, 

the trained model performed a binary organization to 

forecast whether a plan organize will be delayed or on-time. 

The models developed during this system may be apply to 

forecasting. The incidence of flight delays at airports. Such 

prognosticative capacity would ease congestion managers 

and airline carrier to organize reduction methods for 

reducing congestion disturbance. Such a diagnostic model 

based on the GBC potentially can save huge losses; the 

commercial airlines suffer due to advent delays of their 

scheduled flights.[6][11][12] 

IV.   EXISTING SYSTEM 

Supervised automatic learning models Support Vector 

Machine and the k-nearest Neighbor to predict delays in the 

arrival of operated flights including the five busiest airports. 

Then the data goes for pre-processing in which various 

evaluation metrics are and 40% for testing. The system uses 

Scikit-learn metrics for calculating errors in flight delays. 

The precision achieved was very low with gradient booster 

as a Classifier limited data set. machine learning algorithms, 

namely Logistic Regression, Decision Tree Regressor, 

Bayesian Ridge, Random Forest Regressor, and GBC 

Regressor i.e., Table 1= Departure Delay, Table 2= Arrival 

Delay. The system divides the result into two groups 

Departure Delay and used after pre-processing and 

extracting the features 60% of the dataset gets selected for 

training Arrival Delay respectively.  [4]

V.   COMPARTIVE STUDY 

SR 

NO. 
PAPER TITLE AUTHOR NAME METHOD ADVANTAGE DISADVANTAGE 

1. 

Capacity and Delay Analysis 

for Airport Maneuvering 

Areas Using Simulation. 

E. Cinar, F. Aybek, 

A. Caycar, C. Cetek 

 

Random forest, 

Gradient Boosting 

Classifier, Support 

Vector Machine 

(SVM) 

System is able to predict 

Both Departure as well 

as Arrival Delay of a 

Particular Flight 

Additional Variables has to be 

included like meteorological 

statistics, for developing error-

free models. [4] 

2. 

Flight Arrival Delay 

Prediction Using Gradient 

Boosting Classifier 

Navoneel, et al., 

Chakrabarty 

Random Forest, 

Support Vector 

Machine (SVM), 

K-Nearest 

Neighbors (KNN), 

Methodology used in the 

Model can be used for 

all Airports 

For obtaining more accuracy, 

the localized search must be 

conducted. [5] 
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3. 

Prediction of Weather 

induced Airline Delays Based 

on Machine Learning 

Algorithms 

Y. J. Kim, S. 

Briceno, D. Mavris, 

Sun Choi 

Bayesian Network 

(BN) Algorithm, 

and Naïve Bayes 

The System being 

Connected with the 

Ground-Staff it Results 

in Smooth Operation 

Although Model can Predict 

Flight Delays Natural 

Calamities and unprecedented 

weather can cause Major Delay 

in Flight Timings. [6] 

VI.   PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Flight Delay is considered to be a major problem in aviation 

sector Past two Decades major extension in the Airline 

industry has caused Air traffic Congestion which results in 

flight Delays Generally an Airline Flight is considered to be 

delayed when it's taking off or landing time is greater or 

varied compared to the scheduled time. the arrival time of 

flight and actual scheduled arrival time differs by 15 

minutes. 

VII.   PROPOSED SYSTEM 

For predicting the flight delays and to train the models, the 

data assemble by the organization of Transportation, U.S. 

Statistics of all the domestic flights taken in 2015 is 

collected and used. This Model is capable of filling the 

absent values which is crucial for refining data for model. 

Supervised learning technique to gather the advantages of 

having the schedule and real arrival time. Algorithms are 

light computation cost will take We develop a system that 

predicts for a delay in flight departure based on certain 

parameters. 

VIII.   ALGORITHM 

Step 1: Start 

Step 2: Data Preprocess ip dataset 

Step 3: Use logistic regression to train model:  

X←dataset.iloc [:,1].values 

        y ← dataset.iloc[:,2].values 

        X_train,X_test,y_train,y_test← 

train_test_split(X,y,test_size←1/3,random_state←0) 

  Model ← Logistic Regression () 

  model.fit (X_train, y_train) 

  y_pred ← model. Predict (X_test) 

  #accuracy← accuracy_score(y_pred,y_test) 

  #print(acuracy) 

 lgDict←{}       

lg_MAE←metrics.mean_absolute_error(y_pred.round(),y

_test) 

lg_MSE←metrics.mean_squared_error(y_pred.round(), 

y_test) 

lg_EVS←metrics.explained_variance_score(y_test, 

y_pred, sample_weight←None, 

multioutput←'uniform_average') 

lg_MedianAE←metrics.median_absolute_error(y_test,y_p

red) lg_R2Score←metrics.r2_score(y_test, 

y_pred,sample_weight←None, 

multioutput←'uniform_average') 

Step 4: Calculate Mean square error, Mean Abs Error, 

Median Abs Error, Variance score using Decision Tree 

Regressor, Bayesian Ridge, Random Forest Regressor, 

Gradient Boosting Regressor  

Step 5: Algo arrival delay 

dataset ← settings.MEDIA_ROOT + "\\" + 'flightsdata.csv' 

 obj ← ArrivalDelay() 

 lg_dict←obj.MyLogiSticregression(dataset) 

 #lg_dict ← {} 

  dt_dict ← obj.MyDecisionTree(dataset) 

  rf_dict ← obj.MyRandomForest(dataset) 

  br_dict ← obj.MyBayesianRidge(dataset) 

gbr_dict←obj.MyGradientBoostingRegressor(dataset)  

returnrender(request, 

'admins/AdminMachineLearningRslt.html', 

 {'lg_dict': lg_dict, 'dt_dict': dt_dict, 'rf_dict': rf_dict, 

'br_dict': br_dict, 

                   'gbr_dict': gbr_dict}) 

Step 6: Arrival Delay has been calculated. 

Step 7: End 

IX. MATHEMATICAL MODEL 

Logistic Regression 

It is a type of classification algorithm, it is used when there 

would be only Binary output, i.e., the result belongs to one 

class or another e.g., 0 or 1. Logistic Regression should only 

be used when the target variables are discrete. This model 

is a very sturdy machine learning model it uses a sigmoid 

function, it is best suitable for binary classification 

problems, but it can be used in multi-class categorization 

problems can be used with one all method.[12]  

mathematical function S(x)=1/(1+e-x) 

Algorithm for Logistic Regression: 

        X = dataset.iloc[:,:1].values 

        y = dataset.iloc[:,2].values 

        X_train,X_test,y_train,y_test = train_test_split(X,y, 

test_size=1/3,random_state=0) 

        model = LogisticRegression() 

        model.fit(X_train,y_train) 

        y_pred = model.predict(X_test) 

        #acuracy = accuracy_score(y_pred,y_test) 

        #print(acuracy) 

        lgDict = {} 

        lg_MAE = 

metrics.mean_absolute_error(y_pred.round(), y_test) 

        lg_MSE = 

Table 1: Comparative Analysis 
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metrics.mean_squared_error(y_pred.round(), y_test) 

        lg_EVS  = metrics.explained_variance_score(y_test 

, y_pred, sample_weight=None, 

multioutput='uniform_average') 

        lg_MedianAE = 

metrics.median_absolute_error(y_test, y_pred) 

        lg_R2Score = metrics.r2_score(y_test, y_pred, 

sample_weight=None, multioutput='uniform_average') 

Random Forest Regression 

In Decision trees method, the ultimate output is extracted 

by calculating the mean of the outputs of all the decision 

trees that is known as Aggregation. Random Forest 

Regression is a model which is can perform both regression 

and categorization task with the help of several decision 

trees. Random forest Regression uses a method namely, 

Bootstrap and Aggregation which is called Bagging.[12] 

Decision Tree Regression 

Decision Tree Regression breaks down a larger Dataset into 

smaller subsets this regression is used for continuous output 

problems i.e., the result is not discrete. Decision Tree 

Regression generally observes all the features of the object 

and uses those features to train a Model and build it in the 

structure of a tree that is further used to predict data in the 

future for producing meaningful output. [12] 

𝑆𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑟𝑑 𝐷𝑒𝑣𝑖𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 = 𝑆 =  √
Σ(𝑥 − 𝑥̅)2

𝑛
 

Standard deviation for one attribute 

𝑆(𝑇, 𝑋) =  ∑ 𝑃(𝑐)𝑆(𝑐)

𝑐 𝜖 𝑋

 

Standard deviation for two attributes (target and predictor) 

Bayesian Ridge Regression 

Bayesian Ridge Regression is one of the most useful types of 

Bayesian regression. In Bayesian Regression the output of 

the response “Y” is to be taken from probability distribution 

rather than estimated as a single value mathematically 

response ‘’Y’ is assumed as Gaussian distributed along Xw 

as follows. 𝑝(𝑦|𝑋, 𝜔, 𝛼) = 𝑁(𝑦|𝑋𝜔, 𝛼) 

Decision Tree 

Decision Trees are used as a decision-taking tool which 

uses a flowsheet like Tree formation Decision Tree can 

also be said as representation of decisions and all of their 

possible outcomes Decision Trees can be utilized for both 

continuous and categorical outputs in Decision Trees 

conditions are illustrated by the Decision nodes and Result 

by the end nodes.  

Gradient Boosting Regression 

Gradient Boosting is used for making a foreboding model 

from a set of decrepit predictive models. For building 

Models that can predict data Gradient Boosting Regression 

method is largely applied, it is a very powerful technique 

gradient boosting regression is a sort of machine learning, 

boosting based on the intuition that the best possible next 

model when combined with previous model minimizes the 

general prediction error. The name of this regression is 

Gradient Boosting Regression because on this target 

outcome in each case is set based on a gradient of the error 

concerning the prediction. Generally, Gradient Boosting 

Regression combines all the decrepit learners into an 

exclusive efficient learner using iterative fashion. 

X. SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE 

Fig.1: System Architecture 

Description:  

1. Register the user. 

2. Login as admin and Activate the users (Admin login 

details: admin/admin)   

3. Login as User with your login details. 

4. In preprocess you can see our dataset and our dataset 

size 2,80,000(Approximate). 

5. In Machine Learning all proposed algorithms will 

execute and give you the results this gives the result of 

algorithms. 

6. The Flight Delay will be predicted and will be shown in 

the output with varying accuracy. 

XI.   ADVANTAGES 

This Model achieves 79.7% of accuracy Supervised 

learning technique to gather the advantages of having the 



International Journal for Research in Engineering Application & Management (IJREAM) 

ISSN : 2454-9150    Vol-07,  Special Issue, MAY 2021 

64 | IJREAMV07I02SJ012                                                                         © 2021, IJREAM All Rights Reserved. 

 

schedule and real arrival time. This Model is also capable of 

calculating Turnaround Time of Particular Flight. 

XII.   DESIGN DETAILS 

 

Fig.2: Admin View Data 

 

Fig.3: Admin View Results 

 

Fig.4: Arrival Graph 

XIII.   CONCLUSION 

Thus, we have tried to implement the paper "Priyanka Meel, 

Mukul Singhal, Mukul Tanwar, Naman Saini”, “Predicting 

Flight Delays with Error Calculation and Machine Learned 

classifiers” in IEEE 2020 and according to the Application 

various techniques for both lexicon-based and machine-

learning-based have been applied in this paper and the 

results are compared. In this paper, Machine learning 

algorithms were applied progressively and successively to 

predict the delay and flight arrival. Five models were built 

out of this. The Model observed for each evaluation metric 

considered the values of the models and compared then it 

was observed that in Departure Delay, Random Forest 

Regressor was observed as the best model with Mean 

Squared Error 2261.8 and Mean Absolute Error 24.1, which 

seems to be the minimum value found in these respective 

metrics. In Arrival Delay, Random Forest Regressor has 

observed the best model with the Mean Squared Error 

3019.3 and Mean Absolute Error 30.8, which are the 

minimum value found in these respective metrics. 

 In the rest of the metrics, the value of error of Random 

Forest Regressor is even though not minimum but still gives 

a low value comparatively. In maximum metrics, it is found 

out that Random Forest Regressor gives the best worth and 

thus should be the model selected. 
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